DRAMATIC DREAM

”Who do you think you are? You think you’re hot?” Thor (22) felt the law of Jante [to not stand out] intimately when he decided to study drama in Los Angeles. A year later he’s achieved more than he ever dared hope for.
– The first day in LA I was pretty scared. Everything was huge, the roads had five or six lanes and I had no clue where anything was, Thor Knai recalls.  – I had heard the crime rate was high, so the first couple of days I watched my wallet vigilantly. It helped to have a reason to be there, and focus on my goal. That goal the 22-year old set himself when he was onstage receiving the “Best Cabaret of the Year” Award in 2001. When the cheers erupted, Thor realized that this what was he wanted to do for a living. Shortly after he changed high school and started the prestigious I.B, a private school with all the lectures in English. –If you want a career in the USA, you need to speak perfect English. With an accent you can forget about working in front of the camera most of the time, he explains. When received his diploma one year later, he was ready for stage two of his grand plan. – Since I didn’t have a bachelor in Drama yet, I wouldn’t get any financial support from the government to study drama in LA. Therefore I volunteered for military service in Afghanistan for six months. For the money I made there, I could finance living expenses and education in LA for a year.
”You think you’re hot?”
In the Afghan desert, Thor sat on guard with live rounds and his rifle over his shoulder dreaming of beaches and sun on set in L.A. Not all his fellow soldiers were took kindly to his future plans. –There were some comments like “Yeah right, like you have any chance, who do you think you are?” and “Right, so you think you’re hot, don’t you?” both over there and home in Norway. What do you answer to that? asks Thor. –Of course it was never nice to hear that, but I’ve learned to take the source of such critique into account. There usually isn’t any weight behind such words. Unfortunately, the critics are right until proven wrong usually. Personally Thor never buts into others chosen path. –If I meet a business student, I don’t say “Oh, isn’t that boring as hell? A little unoriginal, don’t you think?” because it’s probably the right thing for that person, says Thor in all seriousness.
New York Film Academy

With the support of his friends and family, Thor defied the Law of Jante and started looking for acting schools online. –The research process can be a little hard, but it’s all designed so that anyone can find what they are looking for. If you can’t do that, you won’t survive LA, he jokes. Some American schools need auditions to get into, but some are satisfied if you have enough money and can adhere to the application deadlines. Thor applied and was admitted to the Acting for Film conservatory program at the New York Film Academy at Universal Studios, LA. Fall 2005, he boarded the plane that would take him to the city of dreams, or Tinseltown, as it has been nicknamed. –In retrospect I’ve probably forgotten how hard things were at the start. Finding a cheap place to stay was one of the harder things at first. I stayed at a motel the first week to get my bearings, and then got some help from my school to find roommates and a place, he recalls. At school Thor met a 35 year old rocket scientist who’d quit her job to pursue acting. He realized then that no one here would ask him who he thought he was.      

Cried for a week
Over the course of the next months Thor and his fellow students learned a lot about themselves. They were rid of any stage fright and got used to opening up to each other. –Barring the purely technical stuff we learned in school, the most important thing I learned was to break through my own boundaries, Thor explains. –Before, it was out of the question to cry in public, but after a couple of weeks in school the dam burst. Then a pretty bad week followed. When you at first break into where you store all your emotions, a lot comes out all at once. But when you’ve relieved the pressure and are able to control it yourself, it’s great. I’m no longer embarrassed as I used to be when others cry. If you’re stressed out, sometimes you should just let it rip and let the tears flow. Last time I watched Gladiator I cried like four times. It’s important to keep it up to date, he laughs. 

Thor believes that the year in L.A. changed him in many ways. –I’m no longer as inhibited as I was when it comes to what guys wear etc. I guess Hollywood may have given me more feminine values, he says. 
Short films and Modeling
To be an actor isn’t only about talent. It’s also important to know the right people. –We learned a lot about networking. I came to Hollywood with no friends, but now I have my own network of industry people, some in high positions, and many young people in the same position as myself. Developing social skills was another positive result of the academy, he says. Thor never wanted to pack up and leave, even though the criticism from Norway sometimes haunted the back of his mind. Was he really cut out for this? But the doubts were all put to shame halfway though the year. –A classmate and I preformed a really hard scene at a theatre on Hollywood Boulevard. The response was absolutely amazing, and I took that as an indication that I was on the right track. His drive and optimism soon started paying off. After a short while he had several short films and photo shoots on his resume, and the first agents made contact.

Sacrifices everything
-I got in touch with a modeling agency called IMG, who among others have represent Kate Moss and Giselle Bundchen. They wanted to fly me to New York for an interview, but only if I had a work permit. To get a work permit for acting and modelling in the states, you have to be recognized as such in your home country or elsewhere, explains Thor, who therefore regrettably had to turn down the offer. When IMG contacted him again six months later he realized that his only option would be to go back to Norway and get the needed “recognized status”. –I’m staying in Norway for a year, then I’ll go back and get a bachelors degree, go to more auditions, continue to expand my network and continue with acting. And I’ve already come further than I had hoped at this point, and I’m confident I am on the right track. Everything I plan for the future builds upon how to most effectively utilize what I’ve already achieved. There’s a lot of chances to take, and many “could haves”, but you have to both take chances and make sacrifices, he says. –I’m trading a predictable and secure masters degree in business for an uncertain living in Hollywood, and I risk being left with nothing and having to start over. In Norway it’s not “ok” to take chances until you’ve actually made it. But when you do make it, everybody loves you for it. It’s human, so it’s ok, he smiles. To anyone wondering what they want to do with their lives he has only one piece of advice: -The most important thing is that you do what you want to do. If you do that, you’ve made the right choice. 
