Translation of Newspaper article from June 22nd, 2006.

“Following the dream in Hollywood”
Torbjørn Knai (22) left from Heggedal to Afghanistan and landed in Hollywood. As an actor.
It takes a specific caliber to realize the boyhood dream. Especially when it is to become a superstar in Hollywood. Torbjørn Knai, or Thor Knai as he is known in Los Angeles, made the leap of faith and went to acting school in the film capital. Now he’s after the big roles. 

-“The goal is to establish a career here in Hollywood. Norway has no male actors of international caliber; I of course, hope to be the first. It’s looking very good now and the process is fantastic,” says the talented actor.

Hard work
Torbjørn Knai started his acting career in 1999 with “Easter Crimes” and “Bulls Eye” on NRK (national tv network), where he was one of the actors in “Ansur”. He also made it far in the TV2 (national tv network). But it was after two starring parts in high school cabarets that Torbjørn made up his mind.
-“We won the ‘Best Cabaret of the Year’ award for Asker high school in 2001, and when I accepted the champagne and flowers on the ‘Chateau Neuf’ stage that evening, I knew I wanted to do this for a living.”
Now it’s only hard work on the agenda.

-“I’m auditioning many times a week, and I’m doing lots of callbacks these days. Tomorrow I’m going in for a lead. It’s called ‘Amsteroid’; it’s a futuristic feature film set in space.”
Needs a work permit

After a year at the New York Film Academy acting school in Los Angeles, Thor has made valuable contacts. According to him, that’s important.

-“Of course it’s a lot of hard work. And I’m lucky enough that I have people over here that really believe in me. The Industry is much about who you know. My teachers and my manager are great supporters, besides I have a built a great network.”
And he’s already managed to book many jobs to add to his resume.

-“I’ve done over 30 projects for film students working on their thesis. These are short films for the big film schools over here. I just did another short film called ‘Another Life’ aimed towards a lot of film festivals. And this weekend I’m working on a horror feature called ‘Mary’, he tells us.

As a challenger to the big stars, and as a foreign citizen, it’s a given that the requirements are harsh.

-“Obviously I’m doing smaller stuff [unpaid] now in the beginning, but I’m working my way up. The only real obstacle is the work permit. When I book a big role in a feature or a TV-series I need to have my work permit in order. To do that I have to show what I’ve done in film and television home in Norway. “
Martial Arts and Weapons


It’s important to be exceptional, so that you stand out from the thousands who are attempting to start a Hollywood-career. Torbjørn’s background involves martial arts and military service.


-“Taekwondo is something I’ve been doing for many years: I’m a blackstripe, the level right before the blackbelt, and I was part of the Olympic talent development team in 2003. I also spent seven months in Afghanistan in 2005 (Peacekeeping forces), and it’s very nice to have actual experience like that, with weapons and such when I’m here [for film].”

And Torbjørn is looking forward to film roles that will definitively break many a teens’ heart.


-“I’ve always wanted to do movies like ‘Gladiator’ and ‘Braveheart’, as I’m skilled in those kinds of weapons.”
Language Barrier


Because of Afghanistan and school in the city of angels (LA), Torbjørn has hardly been home these last three years. Yet he has no immediate plans to return.


-“I am 100% sure that I’ll eventually land a big part. Not to be cocky, but if you have doubts, you have already lost. If it happens tomorrow or in six months is irrelevant,” he states with confidence.


But it’s expensive to live in the big city.


-“I saved up a lot of money from Afghanistan, that’s how I’ve been able to finance my stay here this far. Funds are getting low though, so I’m looking for investors as well.”

Torbjørn thinks the outlook is good. He believes he has an advantage over the other foreign actors coming to the US.


-“The language barrier is tough for Norwegian actors. Luckily I bypassed that obstacle by attending the international IB English speaking high school program at Nesbru. Having no accent is a requirement to get parts here, and I have no accent,” he concludes.
